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NAVODAYA VIDYALAYA SAMITI
Introduction

In accordance with the National Policy of Education (1986), Government of India started Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalayas (JNVs). Presently the JNVs are spread in 27 States and 08 Union Territories. These are co-educational 
residential schools fully financed and administered by Government of India through an autonomous organization, 
Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti. Admissions in JNVs are made through the JAWAHAR NAVODAYA VIDYALAYA 
SELECTION TEST (JNVST) to Class VI. The medium of instruction in JNVs is the mother tongue or regional 
language up to Class VIII and thereafter English for Maths and Science and Hindi for Social Science. Students of the 
JNVs appear for board examinations of the Central Board of Secondary Education. While education in the schools is 
free including board & lodging, uniform and textbooks, a sum of ` 600/- per month is collected only from the students 
of Classes IX to XII towards Vidyalaya Vikas Nidhi (VVN). However, Students belonging to SC ST categories, 
Divyang Students, all Girl students and the students whose family income is below poverty line (BPL) are exempted. 
In respect of wards of Government employees other than exempted category (Students of classes VI to VIII, all SC/
ST & girl students and wards of BPL families) Vikas Nidhi will be charged ` 1500 - per month or actual children 
education allowance received by the parent per month whichever is less. However, VVN shall not be less than ` 600/- 
per student per month.

Objective of the Scheme
	 (i)	 To provide good quality modern education including a strong component of culture, inculcation of 

values, awareness of the environment, adventure activities and physical education to the talented children 
predominantly from rural areas.

	 (ii)	 To ensure that students attain a reasonable level of competency in three languages.
	 (iii)	 To promote national integration through migration of students from Hindi to non-Hindi speaking State and 

vice-versa.
	 (iv)	 To serve in each district as focal point for improvement of quality of school education in general through 

sharing of experiences and facilities.

How to Apply for JNV Selection Test
Procedure to register online for JNV Selection Test
	 (i)	 The process for submission of application for JNV Selection Test has been simplified through online process. 

Registration can be done free of cost through the admission portal of NVS linked through www.navodaya.
gov.in
?? Candidates & parents have to go through the notification cum prospectus and ensure the fulfilment of 

eligibility criteria.
?? The following documents in soft form (JPG format of size between 10 to 100 kb) may be kept ready for 

registration:
zz Photograph
zz Signature of parent
zz Signature of candidate
zz Aadhaar details Residence certificate issued by competent Government authority.

?? Basic details of candidate like State, District, Block, Aadhaar number, APAAR ID, PAN Number etc. are 
to be filled in the application portal.

	 (ii)	 The eligible candidates have to fill up the online form and upload the photograph along with signatures of both 
(candidate and his/her parent). The certificate should be uploaded in jpg format of the size between 10-100 kb 
only.

	 (iii)	 In case of candidates from NIOS, candidates should obtain ‘B’ certificate and he/she should be a bonafide 
resident of the same district where he she is seeking admission.

	 (iv)	 Online platform is in open source and free of cost. Application may be submitted from any source like desktop, 
laptop, mobile, tablet etc.
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	 (v)	 In  all JNVs a helpdesk will be available to assist the candidates parents to upload application free of cost.  
Parents may also approach the helpdesk in JNV along with candidate and required documents such as 
photograph along with signature of both candidate and his/her parent and a mobile phone with valid active 
mobile number for receiving the OTP, registration number and password through SMS for registration process.

Issue of Admit Cards
The admit card will be made available as per the date decided by NVS in due course which will be displayed on 

application portal. The admit cards shall be downloaded free of cost by the candidates/parents before the conduct of 
JNVST.

Result of the Selection Test
Candidates can see the result from the admission portal. The result will be displayed in the offices of the concerned

	 (i)	 Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya; (ii) District Education Officer; (iii) District Magistrate; (iv) Deputy 
Commissioner, NVS of region Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti of the Region; (v) The website of the Navodaya 
Vidyalaya Samiti www.navodaya.gov.in.

The Principal, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya concerned, will also inform the provisionally selected candidates 
through speed post.

Provisional Selection and Admission
zz Provisional selection in the selection test will not vest any right on the candidate to secure admission into 

the JNV. At the time of seeking actual admission, each provisionally selected candidate will have to produce 
all relevant original certificates, as prescribed by the Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti. Until admission, the selection 
is provisional only. If the Candidates are in possession of all valid certificate, the candidates are advised 
to apply for TC from parent school and proceed for the verification of documents and confirmation of 
admission by the respective JNV.

zz In case of any dispute, the decision of Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti shall be final and binding on the candidates and 
no correspondence to this effect shall be entertained.

		  Marks obtained by candidates (both selected and not selected) in the test are not communicated.
zz There is no provision for re-evaluation of the answer scripts or re-totaling of marks, since the result is processed 

through computer and sufficient care is taken to ensure accuracy through various checks in processing the result.
zz It may also be noted by the candidates and their parents that under the scheme of NVS, students of a JNV located 

in Hindi speaking State may have to be migrated to another JNV in Non-Hindi Speaking State and vice-versa for 
one academic year when the students are promoted to Class IX. In case of refusal by the students/parents selected 
for migration, continuation of such students in JNV will not be allowed.

zz The candidates and their parents may note that the candidates provisionally selected on the basis of the test will be 
admitted, only in the JNV located in the district from where they are residing / appearing for the JNVST. Under 
no circumstances, the provisionally selected candidate will be given admission to any other JNV. No request 
for shifting of students on account of medium of instruction in the JNV concerned, shifting of parents to other 
district(s)/State(s) etc. will be entertained. All provisionally selected candidates must submit the residence proof 
of the respective district where he/she has studied class V and applied for JNVST. He/she has to produce a copy 
of the birth certificate issued prior to the date of registration/examination by Government authority concerned at 
the time of admission.

zz Provisional candidates belonging to the Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe (ST) and Other Backward Class 
(OBC) will have to produce a caste certificate at the time of seeking admission, if provisionally selected. The 
candidates provisionally selected under OBC quota have to submit OBC certificate as per prescribed 
format of Central List. Such certificate should be obtained from the competent authority well in advance (before 
the date of registration/examination) so that it may be submitted to the Principal of JNV concerned at the time of 
verification of document.

zz If the location details of school(s) are not available in the UDISE portal. candidates applying for admission under 
Rural Category will have to produce a certificate of competent authority to the effect that the school(s) where 
candidates studied classes III, IV and V is located in Rural Area.



(  viii  )

zz Candidates belonging to the Divyang category (Orthopedically Handicapped, Hearing Impaired, Visually 
Handicapped, Acid Attack Victims and Dwarfism, if provisionally selected, will have to produce a UDID or a 
medical certificate signed by Chief Medical Officer of the District concerned at the time of admission in appropriate 
format.

zz Candidates belonging to transgender category will have to submit a certificate from the competent authority 
prescribed by the concerned State Govt. with regard to their gender. No reservation is made for this category  
Transgender candidates will be considered under boys’ seats.

zz The entire admission process including release of wait lists will be closed by 31st December. However, NVS has 
the right to modify the same due to administrative reasons, if any.

Who is Eligible
For All Candidates
zz Only the candidates from the district concerned where the Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya has been opened are 

eligible to apply for admisson. However, if the district where JNV is opened is bifurcated at a later date, the old 
boundaries of the district are considered for the purpose of eligibility for admission into JNVST, in case a new 
Vidyalaya is not started in the newly bifurcated district yet.

zz A candidate seeking admission must not have been born before and after stipulated date. The provisionally selected 
candidate has to produce a copy of birth certificate issued by Government authority concerned at the time of 
admission. This will apply to candidates of all categories, including those who belong to the Scheduled Caste (SC) 
and Scheduled Tribe (ST) and Other Backward Class (OBC) In case of doubtful cases of overage in comparison 
to the age recorded in the certificate, they may be referred to the Medical Board for confirmation of the age. The 
decision of the medical board will be treated as final.

zz A candidate appearing for the selection test must be studying in Class-V for the whole of the current academic 
session in a Government/Government aided or other recognized schools or ‘B’ certificate competency course of 
National Institute of Open Schooling in the same district where he/she is seeking admission. The candidate who 
has already passed/studied Class-V in all Previous academic sessions is not eligible to appear in the selection test. 
A school will be deemed recognized if it is declared so by the Government or by any other agency authorized 
on behalf of Government. Schools where students have obtained ‘B’ certificate under National Institute of Open 
Schooling should have accreditation of NIOS. A candidate must successfully complete Class-V in the current 
academic session. Actual admission in Class-VI for the next academic session will be subject to the mentioned 
conditions.

zz A candidate seeking admission to class-VI quota must have studied and passed classes III, IV and V from a Govt./
Govt. aided/recognized school spending one full academic session each year in a school located in rural area.

zz Candidates passing ‘B’ certificate competency course of National Institute of Open Schooling on or before 
stipulated date are also eligible to write admission test provided they are in the prescribed age group. The students 
studying under the above scheme and residing in urban and notified area are not eligible for obttaining seat in 
rural quota. The rural/urban status in r/o NIOS candidates will be decided on the basis of location of residence of 
the parent candidate.

	 	 The rural status of a child from National Institute of Open Schooling will be decided on the basis of a certificate to 
be issued by Tehsildar/District Magistrate of the District indicating that the child has been residing in rural areas 
for the last three years. Students studying under the above scheme and residing in urban and notified areas are not 
eligible for obtaining seat in rural quota.

zz A candidate who has not been promoted and admitted to Class-V before stipulated date is not eligible to apply.
zz No candidate is eligible to appear in the selection test for the second time, under any circumstances.

For Rural Candidates
	 (A)	 At least 75% of the seats in a district will be filled by candidates provisionally selected from rural areas of the 

district. There is no reservation for urban area candidates. Remaining seats are open which will be filled on 
merit from both urban and rural area candidates of the district as per selection Criteria.
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	 (B)	 A candidate seeking admission under the rural quota must have studied in Classes-III, IV and V completing 
full academic session from the Government Government Aided/Government recognized school(s) located in 
rural areas. However, the candidate should study full academic session in Class-V from the same district where 
admission is sought.

	 (C)	 Candidates studying under the schemes of National Institute of Open Schooling should produce their rural 
status certificate issued by District Magistrate/Tehsildar/Block Development Officer, indicating that the child 
has been residing and studied in rural Areas for the last three years.

For Urban Candidates
A candidate who has studied in a school located in an urban area even for a single day of session in Class-III, 

IV and V will be considered as an urban candidate. Urban areas are those which are so defined by any Government 
notifications on the last date of submission of application of JNVST registration.

For Transgender Candidates
No separate reservation for transgender category candidates is provided in JNVST and they will be included in 

Boys category for reservation purpose under various sub-categories such as Rural, Urban, OBC, SC, ST and Divyang.
For more details read JNV Portal guidelines.

Reservation of Seats
	 (a)	 At least 75% of the seats in a district are filled by candidates provisionally selected from rural areas of the 

district. The remaining seats are open which will be filled from urban and rural area candidates of the districts 
on the basis of merit.

	 (b)	 Reservation of seats in favour of candidates belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes is provided 
in proportion to their population in the district concerned provided that in no district, such reservation will 
be less than the national average (15% for SC and 7·5% for ST) but subject to maximum of 50% for both the 
categories (SC & ST) taken together. These reservations are interchangeable if qualified candidates in any one 
of the categories (SC/ST) are not available and over and above the candidates provisionally selected under 
open merit quota seats.

	 (c)	 27% reservation shall be provided to the OBC students as per central list over and above reservation of SCs 
and STs. The reservations to the OBC students shall be implemented as per Central list as applicable from 
time to time. The OBC candidates not included in Central list would apply as General Candidate.

	 (d)	 Minimum One third of the total seats are filled up by girls.
	 (e)	 There is a provision for reservation for Divyang children (i.e., Orthopedically Handicapped, Hearing Impaired 

and Visually Handicapped) as per GOI norms.

Documents to be Submitted After Selection
The parents of the candidates who are provisionally selected for admission will have to submit the following 

documents at the time of admission for verification :
	 (i)	 Residence Certificate in prescribed proforma.
	 (ii)	 The copy of Birth Certificate issued by competent Government Authority.
	 (iii)	 Proofs for eligibility as per the conditions of NVS.
	 (iv)	 For candidates seeking admission under rural quota, the parents will also have to submit a certificate from the 

competent authority to the effect that the child had studied in an Institution/School located in a rural area.
	 (v)	 Any other documents required.

About the Selection Test
1. Centre for Examination

Each candidate shall appear for the selection test at the examination center allotted to him/her as will be indicated 
on the Admit Card. No candidate is permitted to appear from any other center. No request for change of center will be 
entertained. No candidate can appear in the selection test without proper Admit Card. Admit card may be downloaded 
from the website of NVS, HQ – www.navodaya.gov.in/nvs/en/home1
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2. Language of the Examination
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya Selection Test is conducted in various languages state wise which is given in JNVS 

wesite.
Note : A candidate will be given a test booklet in the language which he/she has mentioned in the application form.

3. Composition of the Test
The selection test will be of two-hours duration from 11 : 30 am to 01 : 30 pm and will have 3 sections with only 

objective type questions. There are 80 questions in all for 100 marks.

Type of Test Number of Questions Marks Duration
Mental ability Test and 
Environmental Studies 

(EVS)

20 + 20 25 + 25 60 Minutes

Arithmetic Test 20 25 30 Minutes
Language Test 20 25 30 Minutes

Total 80 100 2 Hours

A single test booklet comprising of all the three sections will be given to each candidate. Additional time of 40 
minutes will be allowed for “Divyang students” (differently-abled students).

Nature of the Test
Section-1 : Mental Ability Test (MAT) and Environmental Studies (EVS)

Q. 1-20 : Mental Ability : This is a non-verbal test. Questions are based on figure and diagrams only. Questions 
are meant to assess general mental ability/functioning of the candidates. The section is divided into five parts having 
4 questions each from mental ability and remaining 20 questions are from Environmental Studies.

There are five parts of mental ability—
1.	 Pattern completion including alphabetical and number pattern.
2.	 Figure series completion.
3.	 Geometrical figure completion (Triangle, Square, Circle).
4.	 Mirror and water image.
5.	 Embedded figure.

Q. 21-40 : Environmental Studies (EVS). The test consists of 20 questions containing 15 MCQs and one passage 
followed by 5 questions. Syllabus for EVS is given below—

EVS takes an interdisciplinary approach, integrating basic concepts from Science, Social Science and Environmental 
Education. The main purpose of this test is to assess basic awareness of the candidates about their surroundings.
zz The Natural World (Transportation, Rivers, Mountains, Plants and animals on land and water, natural disasters, 

types of houses/shelters, water cycle etc.)
zz The Human Body (Food and nutrients, hygiene and cleanliness, super senses, basic knowledge of internal 

systems–digestive, circulatory, respiratory etc.)
zz Science in Daily Life (Food preservation, Water and air pollution, Conservation of water and soil etc.)
zz Social Surroundings (Superlatives of India, States/Capitals, national symbols, different landscapes, Festivals, 

seasons, Forests, crops, clothes and fibres etc.)

Section-2 : Arithmetic Test
The main purpose of this test is to measure candidate’s basic competencies in Arithmetic. All the twenty questions 

of this test will be based on the following topic :
1.	 Number and numeric system including ascending, descending, nearest, 10/100/1000 number names and value
2.	 Four fundamental operations on whole number
3.	 Factors and multiples including their properties
4.	 Fractions and fundamental operations - addition and subtraction of like fraction and multiplication (unlike 

fraction and division of fractional numbers not included)
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5.	 Measurement of length, mass, capacity, time, money and unit conversion etc.
6.	 Simplification of Numerical Expressions
7.	 Perimeter and area – perimeter of polygon, area of square rectangle and triangle (as a part of rectangle)
8.	 Types of angles and its simple applications (including directions and mapping)
9.	 Data analysis using bar diagram, table and pictograph.

	 Note: - Emphasis will be more on testing of understanding and application of the concepts and skills involved. In 
order to provide some guidance to the candidates on the types of questions that are expected in Arithmetic Test,

Section-3 : Language Test
The main purpose of this test is to assess reading comprehension of the candidates. The test consists of four 

passages. Each passage is followed by 5 questions. Candidates shall read each passage carefully and answer the 
questions that follow.

4.  Method of Recording Answers
	 (a)	 A separate OMR (Optical Mark Recognition) answer sheet will be provided. Candidates are required to mark/

indicate their answers at an appropriate place on the OMR sheet. A copy of specimen OMR Sheet will be 
uploaded in the website of NVS in the prospectus.

	 (b)	 Only Blue/Black Ball Point Pen is to be used to write on the OMR Sheet. Candidates should bring their 
own ballpoint pens. Use of pencil is strictly prohibited.

	 (c)	 For each question, there are four options, out of which only one is correct. The candidate is required to select 
the correct option and darken the corresponding circle of the chosen option. For example if your options 
for Question no. 37 is C, darken the circle under C as given below.

37.    

	 (d)	 Approprirate marking/darkening should be done by the candidate so that the machine can read the responses. 
No change in the darkened circle is allowed. Striking, applying white/correction fluid and erasing on the OMR 
sheet is also not allowed. Such answers will not be evaluated.

	 (e)	 1·25 marks will be given for every correct answer.
	 (f)	 No negative marking will be done.

5.  Instructions and Examples
	 A.	 The candidate must carefully read the instructions given on the cover page of the test booklet as well as those 

for each section before attempting the questions. Candidates are advised to confirm that the test booklet 
received by them is of the language opted for the test. In case test booklet of correct language opted for is not 
provided, the candidate should get it changed before the start of the examination. It is the responsibility of the 
candidate to obtain the test booklet of his choice/mediam as opted in the application form. No representation 
in this regard will be entertained after the examination is over.

	 B.	 The candidate must ensure that the OMR & Question Booklet must have same number printed on it. In case 
of mismatch, it should be immediately brought to the notice of Invigilator.	

	 C.	 The total time would be two hours without any break. Additional time of 40 minutes will be allowed for 
“Divyang students” (differently-abled students).

	 D.	 Securing qualifying marks (14 marks in Mental Ability and EVS, 7 marks in Arithmetic and 7 marks in 
Language) in each of the three sections is essential. Candidates are advised not to spend more time on each 
section of test than suggested, although they are free to adjust the total time, as they may like to.

	 E.	 There will be a bell after every 30 minutes.
		  (i)	 No candidate will be allowed to appear in the selection test without proper Admit Card.
		  (ii)	 Candidates have to be seated in the allotted rooms latest by 11 : 00 a.m. Late comers will not be permitted 

to appear for the test.
		  (iii)	 No candidate will be permitted to leave the examination hall/room till the completion of full allotted 

time.
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Statewise Number of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas
S. No. State Union Territory No. of JNV’s S. No. State/Union Territory No. of JNV’s

1. Andhra Pradesh 13 + 2** 18. Karnataka 30 + 1**
2. Assam 29 + 1** 19. Kerala 14
3. Arunachal Pradesh 18 20. Lakshadweep 01
4. Andaman and Nicobar Island 03 21. Madhya Pradesh 51 + 2** + 1*
5. Bihar 38 + 1** 22. Maharashtra 33 + 1**
6. Chandigarh 01 23. Manipur 12 + 2*
7. Chhattisgarh 27 + 1** 24. Meghalaya 11 + 1**
8. Delhi 05 25. Mizoram 08
9. Dadra and Nagar Haveli & 26. Nagaland 11

Daman and Diu 03 27. Odisha 30 + 1**
10. West Bengal 17 + 1** 28. Punjab 22 + 1**
11. Goa 02 29. Puducherry 04
12. Gujarat 33 + 1** 30. Rajasthan 33 + 2**
13. Haryana 21 31. Sikkim 04
14. Himachal Pradesh 12 32. Tripura 08
15. Ladakh 02 33. Telangana 15
16. Jammu and Kashmir 19 + 1** 34. Uttar Pradesh 75 + 1**
17. Jharkhand 24 + 2** 35. Uttarakhand 13

Total 642 + 20** + 3* = 665
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